
 

 
 
Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

- Transdisciplinary theme:   ·           How We Express Ourselves 
- An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend 
and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 

- ·          Central Idea 
-  People express their thoughts and feelings through various forms of 

art. 
-  

 

summative assessment task(s):  

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

 

Students will choose from one form of art and or artist they have inquired into and 
will recreate from the style of the art/ artist. In their presentation they have to state 
the style, artist it resembles or follows, medium, cultural inspiration, 
similarities/differences from the artist. This will be incorporated during art. Students 
will be assessed by a checklist. 

 

Student Action 

Students will create their own poems and begin to choose poetry books from the 
library. 

Students will create their own art or study a form of art from the learning 
experiences. 

 

 

Class/grade: 3 Age group: 8-9 

School:  Mountainview Elementary School code: 6510 

  

Teacher(s): Bagby, Faller, Davidson 

Date: 5th six weeks; Feb.18-April 5, 2019 

Proposed duration: 30 hours over 7 weeks 

 

Proposed duration:  number of hours over number of weeks 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 
responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

·         Form 

·         Perspective 

·         Reflection 

Related Concepts: Structure, Beliefs, Interpretation 

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 

·          Forms of a variety of art 

·          Perspective of a variety of artists and their interpretations 

·          Forms of weather  

What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

·         What are some different ways you can express yourself through art? 

How does artwork affect you emotionally? 



 ·         What motivates the artist to create different works of art? 

Provocation: Students will view a variety of pictures, listen to a variety of music and 
interpret their feelings from what they see and hear. There will be a variety of pictures and 
types of music and then they will reflect and share out as a group. 

3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will 
we look for? 

KWL Chart will be incorporated into provocation.  

·          What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of 
inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

Students will create various types of poetry based on their feelings/interest to 
relate to how poetry can help them express their emotions as well as become 
more familiar with various forms of poetry. 

·          Students will read different passages (Achieve 3000) with topics including 
art, artist, musical instrument, or poem that they will have to show 
comprehension.  

·          Students will fill out a graphic organizer over the different artists and 
forms of art that we study. (in art) 

·          Students will create different forms of art. They will be assessed through 
a checklist. 

-Students will complete a lab report by measuring weather using different tools. 

 

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage 
the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions? 

 Students will be introduced to different forms of art through books, pictures, videos 
and online resources. 

Students will study different forms of poetry such as limerick, Haiku, Acrostic, and 
Rhyming. 

Students will practice writing different forms of poetry and share with their class. 

Students will learn about different poets and how their culture influenced their writings. 
(Phillis Wheatley, Maya Angelou, Shel Silverstein) 

Students will write a poem and share it in small groups. 

Students will study different stories written and their authors. 

Students will study famous authors and how culture influenced their writings. (Kadir 
Nelson, Tomie DePaola, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Bill Martin Jr.) 

Students will learn about famous sculptors, what influenced them to create, and 
statues. Students will  create their own soap sculptures.  

Students will learn about famous art pieces and the artist that created them. (Maya 
Lin, Michelangelo, Daniel Chester) 

Students will create their own artwork in a chosen style/medium. 

Students will learn about famous artists and what influenced them to create. (Carmen 
Lomas Garza, Vincent Van Gogh, Georgia O’Keeffe, Leonardo DaVinci, Frida Kahlo, 
Pablo Picasso) 

Students will learn about famous music pieces and their artist. 

Students will reflect over how different pieces of music make them feel. 

Teachers will demonstrate how to create music on ipads. Students will get to create 
their own music in a station.*check with Mrs. Short 

Students will learn about famous musicians and how their culture influenced their 



music. (Beethoven, Bach, Mozart, any other artist that evokes emotion) 

Students will learn about different forms of weather and landforms and make 
connections to them through different pieces of art. 

Students will measure weather across time. 

Students will compare weather across places. 

Students will use weather tools.  

Students will track weather patterns. 

Students will research a region and analyze how the climate impacts their culture. 

 

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

Transdisciplinary Skills 
·          Communication/Presenting: Students will 
communicate their feelings in various ways. 
·          Research/Organize Data: Students will research 
different artists and their motivation to create. 
·          Thinking/synthesis: Students will develop and create 
new forms of art from the art we studied. 
Learner Profile 
·          Communicator: Students will communicate their 
feelings in various ways. 
·          Risk-taker: Students will take a risk in trying to create 
new forms of art. 

 



5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

·          Literature: Variety of poetry books, Poetry for Young Readers: Edgar Allen Poe by Brod Bagert, Junior Great Books, Discovering Great Artists, 13 Artist Children Should Know, Storytelling author’s works of 
art (reference authors in TEKS), Reading A-Z and Read Works, Achieve 3000 

·          Audio-Visual: United Streaming; BrainPopJr., Mrs. Renz poetry website www.mrsrenz.net/poetry.htm 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry? 

Classroom Environment: There will be a variety of books available as well as computers/iPads for reading various art selections. 

Community Environment: Storyteller from public library serve as guest speaker. (Miss Vivian).  A mobile art museum to view art techniques. A meteorologist is coming as a guest 
speaker.  

Local: library and specials classes will incorporate planner components. 

 



6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the 
central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry 
should be included. 

   

    Central Idea 

-  People express their thoughts and feelings through various forms 
of art. 

 

 

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate 
picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

 

 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the 
transdisciplinary theme?  

 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to 
learn?” 

          Form- 

·         Perspective- 

·         Reflection- 

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?  

Transdisciplinary Skills 
·          Communication/Presenting: 
·          Research/Organize Data:  
·          Thinking/synthesis:  
 

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

Learner Profile 
·          Communicator:  
·          Risk-taker:  
Attitudes 
·          Appreciation-  
·          Confidence- 

 

In each case, explain your selection.  

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that 
were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and highlight 
the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.  

 

 

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to 
reflect, to choose and to act. 

 

 

9.  Teacher notes 

Consider using Henry’s Freedom Box (level Q in scholastic library) as a 
provocation into this planner--introduce central idea from it. 

TEKS  

Social Studies 3.4E, 3.13AB, 3.15AB, 3.17C, 3.18BC 

Science 3.8A, 3.7A 

ELAR: 3.2A, 3.2Av, 3.2Avi, 3.2B, 3.2Bvi, 3.2Bvii; 3.3ABC; 3.6BCDEFGH; 3.7BCDEG; 
3.8A; 3.9BE; 3.9Ei, 3.9Eii, 3.9Eii, 3.9Eiii, 3.9F, 3.10ABCDEFG; 3.11AB, 3.11Bi, 
3.11Bii, 3.11CD, 3.11Dxi; 3.12AC, 3.13ABCDEFGH 

 Math: 3.1ABCDEFG, 3.3ABCDEFGH, 3.4EK, 3.6ABCDE, 3.7BCDE 
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